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Lectures 

 

Lecture 1 

 

Motivating Gifted Students 

Dr Mojca Juriševič 

 
The unique challenge, which arises in contemporary gifted education, is student’s motivation. 
The motivation cannot fully explain outstanding academic achievement by itself although the 
research evidence as well as lived experiences show that it is crucial in the process of learning, 
i.e., in choosing learning approaches (selection of learning strategies), regulating active 
learning time (frequency and duration of learning) and determining the functional status of 
students while learning (emotional states and well-being). The focus of the lecture, therefore, 
will be on how to motivate students and optimize their learning in order to maximize the 
potential of their talents development in the framework of the school and beyond. Namely, 
we can expect from gifted students to achieve the highest levels of performance, while, on 
the contrary, we might be confronted also with the fact that these students progress through 
schooling without ever facing academic challenges that match their abilities, resulting in their 
ending up as underachievers. 

 

Juriševič, M (2017). Motivating gifted students. In J. Riedl Cross, C. O'Reilly, & T. L. Cross (Eds.). Providing for the 
special needs of students with egifts & talents (pp. 235–262). Dublin: CTYI Press.  

 
 
 
 
 

  
Mojca Juriševič, PhD, is Associate Professor of Educational Psychology at 
the Faculty of Education of the University of Ljubljana. Her main research 
interests are motivation to learn, teachers’ professional development, and 
studies in giftedness and gifted education. She is founder and the Head of 
the faculty’s Centre for Research and Promotion of Giftedness and a 
member of the Council of the European Talent Support Network. Mojca 
Juriševič is the author of the chapter on gifted education in the White 
Paper on Education in the Republic of Slovenia, published in 2011, and a 
book entitled Gifted students in Slovenian school from 2012. She is a 

national delegate of the World Council for Gifted and Talented Children. She serves as the 
Chair of the ‘Psychologists in Education’ division of the Slovenian Psychologists’ Association.  
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Lecture 2 

 

Recognizing and Supporting Twice Exceptional Students 

Dr Lidija Magajna 

 
Twice exceptional students are a unique group of learners that demonstrate the potential for 
high achievement or creative productivity in one or more domains and who manifest one or 
more coexisting disabilities (specific learning disabilities, speech and language disorders, 
emotional/behavioural disorders, physical disabilities, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Attention 
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder etc.). Since their learning patterns have the characteristics of 
both ends of the scale, they are usually not able to successfully learn in a traditional classroom 
setting and require alternative educational practices that take into account both 
exceptionalities.  The lecture will address some key questions: What are the characteristics 
and unique issues of twice exceptional learners and why are they often overlooked? How 
might they be more effectively identified? What interventions are effective in enhancing their 
achievement and social-emotional adjustment? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lidija Magajna, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor of Psychology in 
Education with extensive experience as educational psychologist in 
assessment, counselling, preventive and community work with 
children and adolescents with learning and developmental 
disabilities, school failure and psychosocial problems. Her main 
research interests include: cognitive and neuropsychological aspects 
of learning disabilities; twice exceptionality, cognitive diversity and 
effective learning; comparative studies of early reading and 
arithmetic development and school failure prevention and 
intervention. She is retired and works as an external collaborator at 
the Faculty of Education, University of Ljubljana.  
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Lecture 3 

 

Strategies of Self-Regulate Learning (SRL) for Twice Exceptional Students  

Vivian van Gerven 

 
The lecture is about the basic findings on self-regulated learning processes, focusing on 
questions like: “Is there a difference between ‘regular learning’ and ‘self-regulated learning’?” 
or “Do twice exceptional children have special needs within the context of self-regulated 
learning?”. The lecture will end with best-practice examples of fostering self-regulated 
learning within the group of gifted dyslexic children. What do they need to overcome their 
difficulties and how can we spot them within the group of gifted or dyslexic children? What is 
the role of a teacher within this field? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivian M. van Gerven works as a research assistant at the International 
Centre for the Study of Giftedness in Münster, Germany. She trains gifted 
children who have writing and/or reading difficulties. In her PhD, she is 
focusing on a reading and writing strategy training for twice exceptional 
children. 
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Lecture 4 

 

Project-based and Place-based Approach in Working with Able Pre-service 

Teachers in Science Education 

Dr Gregor Torkar 

 
Are student teachers competent enough to teach science to gifted students? How can we help 
student teachers improve pedagogical content knowledge necessary to teach gifted students 
about science? Why is project-base and place-based approach in science education 
important?; these are some important questions that we plan to discuss. My intention is to 
highlight the importance of project-based learning (PBL) that prepares student teachers for 
academic, personal, and career success, and equips them to rise to the challenges of their lives 
and world they live in. Examples of the students’ projects that I coordinated in cooperation 
with different innovative companies, formal and informal educational institutions will be 
presented. Participating students worked on projects over an extended period of time – four 
to six months – that engaged them in solving a real-world problem or answering a complex 
question related to science education. If not anything else, you will get some ideas on what 
and how you can actively teach gifted students about science.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gregor Torkar, PhD, is Associate Professor of Biology Education at 
the Faculty of Education University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. His work 
focuses on didactics of biology, environmental education and nature 
protection. He used to work as science teacher in secondary school; 
he is co-author and editor of school textbooks and other educational 
materials. Currently his main research interests are biodiversity 
education, education for sustainable development, gifted education 
and affective teaching strategies and teaching environments.  
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Lecture 5 

 

Out of School Programmes 

Dr Colm O’Reilly 

 
Out-of-school opportunities for gifted students are usually offered to supplement school 
curriculum allowing students to engage subjects on a deeper level than in a traditional 
classroom setting. College or university lecture theatres provide an excellent setting for these 
classes and the professional academic environment may serve as a career stimulus for the 
talented adolescent. These special tailored programs for gifted students can provide 
opportunities for accelerated learning, greater academic challenge, intensive talent 
instruction, as well as interaction and social support with gifted peers. They can further 
creative and productive thinking and they can enhance achievement and develop self-
confidence. 
 
CTY Ireland is the largest university based programme for gifted students in Europe. Located 
at Dublin City University CTY Ireland caters for over 5,000 students per annum and runs fast 
paced courses for high ability students aged 6 to 16.This talk will look at various out of school 
programmes offered at CTY Ireland including Saturday classes, Summer Programmes and early 
University Entrance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Colm O’Reilly PhD is the Director of the Irish Centre for Talented Youth 

(CTYI) at Dublin City University. CTYI provides fast-paced classes for 

academically talented students aged 6 – 16 years from all over Ireland and 

overseas. Currently the Centre caters for over 5000 students per annum 

and it is the only recognised teaching centre for gifted children in the 

Republic of Ireland. CTYI run over 120 academic courses annually for gifted 

students. Colm has worked in the area of gifted and talented education for 

the last 15 years and has published articles and presented papers at numerous conferences 

around the world. He has experience in teacher training for gifted students around Ireland 

and is responsible for the implementation of many classes and initiatives for gifted children 

and teachers in Ireland. Colm is a member of the Academic Advisory Board at the Centre for 

Gifted Education at the College of William and Mary in Virginia and the Centre for Talented 

Youth at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. 
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Lecture 6 

 

Teaching Methods in Gifted Education 

Dr Margaret Sutherland 

 
This session will reflect on the teaching strategies that will be included in the EGIFT online 
programme. It will consider how we can develop pedagogies in socially just ways and in ways 
that consider the rights of all to an appropriate education. 
 
 Questions: 
1) Complimentary rather than compensatory pedagogy – a possible way for engaging 
learners? 
2) Are the issues faced by “gifted young people” really so different from the issues faced by 
other groups of learners? 
3) Is the marketization, privatisation and standardising of education making learning 
detrimental for all? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margaret's research interests revolve around inclusive education and 
the experiences of young people in schools. In particular, she is 
interested in how the current international focus on early years 
education allows for the development of abilities, including high 
abilities, in young children. She is interested in the role of the teacher, 
and in how teacher beliefs might changing and impact practice. It is this 
fine-grained understanding of teachers’ attitudes that is crucial if we are 
to bridge the disjunction between research, policy and practice.  She is 
interested in social justice and issues relating to poverty and disability 

and the role of formal and non-formal education in creating more just societies in the global 
north and south.   
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Lecture 7 

 

Performing Arts in Personality Development 

Alenka Vidrih 

 
Hereby presented the concept of applied theatre is based on the twenty years of exploration 
at the intersection of teaching and acting process. It's backgrounding the dynamic practice 
where teacher and pupils are ethically and practically developing through some theatre 
principles while using it’s »rules and tools«* in the classroom. Ideally, the teacher creates the 
playful atmosphere and bravely switches between many different roles (facilitator, trainer, 
counsellor, co-actor, director, colleague) and the learning content serves as the »scenario« for 
the pupil's narratives, through which they train self-expression and communication (social 
skills). Through creative process (of short theatre improvisations or the longer theatre 
production), by embodiment and vocal expression, they perform their perception and 
understanding of the content and they get cognitive skills (creative thinking and solving 
problems). Sensible and fully present teacher facilitating them by her/his openness and 
empathy, by using metaphors that addresses their senses and emotions. The creative teacher 
is allowing them to gain the experiences of the creative process that occurs in the »empty 
space«**. She/he encourages them with all the attention that every vulnerable individual 
needs when finding her/himself in the unpredictable circumstances of the creative process.  
/Two examples of this practice will be presented during this presentation, as on the workshop 
the rules and tools will be applied practically in the group/. 
 
 
**Brook, P. (1968). The Empty Space: A Book About the Theatre: Deadly, Holy, Rough, Immediate. New York, NY: 
Touchstone.  
*Vidrih, A. (2016). Dramski performativni metod AV - ARS VITAE u razvoju komunikacionih kompetencija [Drama 
pefromative method AV – ARS VITAE in the development of communication competences]. Čačak: Regionalni 
centar za profesionalni razvoj zaposlenih u obrazovanju.  

 
 

Alenka Vidrih, an Assistant Professor on the Faculty of Education, 
docent for the creative expression through theatre, puppets and film; 
my researching preferences are on the field of Creative Pedagogy and 
Applied Theatre in Education and Therapy. 
Besides combining the academic with artistic career, I am working 
with people with special needs. 
As the holder of the study subjects in the field of Applied Theatre in 
the Study Programs of Preschool Education, Primary Education, and 
Special Education, as the Head of the Master Program of Arts Therapy 
I'm the member of Slovenian Theatre Artists, the establishing 
member of the Association of the Slovenian Arts Therapists and the 

representer of Slovenia in the European Consortium of the Arts Therapy Education; I have 
been involved in EU projects from 2003 to 2015.  
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Lecture 8 

 

An Approach to Mathematically Gifted 

Dr Boštjan Kuzman 

 

Through examples, we shall present different situations that can arise while working with 
mathematically gifted students and can be a cause of embarrassment for the teacher as well 
as the students. Apart from the mathematical knowledge and appropriate motivation, the 
teacher who works with mathematically gifted must also provide appropriate and socially 
secure environment. We shall also solve a couple of mathematical challenges along the way. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boštjan Kuzman holds a PhD in Mathematics from the University of 
Ljubljana, where he also lectures different mathematical courses at 
the Faulty of Education. He has rich experience with teaching 
mathematically gifted at specialized workshops and summer camps 
as well as leading professional enrichment programmes and 
workshops for school teachers of mathematics. 
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Lecture 9 

 

Evaluation in Gifted Education 

 
Dr Mojca Juriševič 

 
Giftedness is a dynamic outstanding human potential that constantly develops within the 
cultural milieu of an individual. It can be assessed in different educational settings, from 
preschool and early school years onward. The main aim of this assessment is to provide gifted 
students with the optimal learning experiences based on their interests, abilities, and needs. 
As provisions in the school and beyond might vary in their quality, it is of key importance to 
evaluate each of them on different criteria, from conceptual to organizational ones. Namely, 
evaluation is a powerful tool for monitoring and ensuring the quality in gifted education, 
through which positive changes in the cultivation of talents might be achieved. Therefore, the 
focus of the lecture will be on purpose and different elements of formative and summative 
evaluation of provisions for gifted students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mojca Juriševič, PhD, is Associate Professor of Educational Psychology at 
the Faculty of Education of the University of Ljubljana. Her main research 
interests are motivation to learn, teachers’ professional development, and 
studies in giftedness and gifted education. She is founder and the Head of 
the faculty’s Centre for Research and Promotion of Giftedness and a 
member of the Council of the European Talent Support Network. Mojca 
Juriševič is the author of the chapter on gifted education in the White 
Paper on Education in the Republic of Slovenia, published in 2011, and a 
book entitled Gifted students in Slovenian school from 2012. She is a 

national delegate of the World Council for Gifted and Talented Children. She serves as the 
Chair of the ‘Psychologists in Education’ division of the Slovenian Psychologists’ Association. 
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Workshops 

 

Workshop 1 

 

3D Printing Technologies 

 

Dr Stanislav Avsec & Veronika Šuligoj 

 

Have you ever thought up a brilliant product that no one has made but were put off by the 
costs of designing and manufacturing it? Then this is the course for you. 
Experience the strength of 3D printing, and we show you how to go from idea to manufactured 
product in just 2 hours.  
This course is based on a real-life example and will guide you through the steps from product 
brief to design, review, prototype print, test, improvement and final production. At the same 
time, you will get hands-on experience of 3D printing and an introduction to tools for 
modelling and preparing for print. Modelling will be done using TinkerCAD design, a user 
friendly, simple software tool that does not require previous CAD experience. Basic computer 
knowledge is a prerequisite. 
 
Before we run the course, just for consideration:  
1) 3D printing as an artifact? Wartofsky theory and hermeneutic context?  
2) Mediation and tools in sociocultural context: language and thinking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stanislav Avsec received a BSc degree in Mechanical Engineering, an MSc 
degree in Economics and a PhD degree in Technology Education, all from 
the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He works as an assistant professor of 
teaching and learning strategies in technology and engineering education 
with the Faculty of Education at the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He 
also works as a manager, researcher, teacher and trainer at several EU and 
nationally funded projects. He is an active researcher in technology and 
engineering education, educational technology, creativity and 

inventiveness, and in environmental engineering and management. He is a member of 
editorial advisory boards and a reviewer for several journals in the area of technology and 
engineering education, teaching, learning and individual differences, educational technology, 
environmental management and engineering.  
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Workshop 2 

 

Food Creativity 

 

Dr Stojan Kostanjevec & Martina Erjavšek 

 

Research shows that creativity is an important educational goal. An important factor in the 
educational process is also to provide a demanding and stimulating learning environment in 
formal education process, which also includes practical training. In the workshop, participants 
will be actively involved in the process of practical nutrition teaching content that will include 
the creation of an idea, its development and completion, product development and 
verification involving adequacy and evaluation of the final product. Different possibilities will 
be presented on how to encourage creativeness in gifted pupils who with planned activities 
can discover and develop skills that encourage their creativity. The workshop will promote the 
mutual participation of participants, the exchange of ideas and practical preparation of dishes. 
 

Problem questions: 
1) How would you use the performed form of work while working with gifted pupils in your 
field of expertise? 
2) How can we creatively plan nutrition by considering the nutritional recommendations 
with the method of work that we used? 
 

 

Stojan Kostanjevec, PhD is an Assistant professor for Home 
Economics Education. He scientifically deals with nutrition, 
nutrition education and the promotion of nutritional literacy 
among different population groups. 
 

 

 

 

Martina Erjavšek is a Teaching assistant for Home Economics 
Education. She is scientifically engaged in education in the field of 
food and home economics, with nutrition and home economics 
literacy. 
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Workshop 3 

 

Identification of gifted students with underprivileged background by doing 

experiments 

 

Dr Mojca Čepič 

 
 
Teachers meet gifted students every day. They try to design special, more demanding 
activities, questions, tasks for them to help them develop their gifts. Most of those gifted 
have good social and intellectual background, caring family, supportive parents, 
extracurricular activities etc. 
There are the gifted also among underprivileged groups. They are rarely identified due to 
several reasons. Because their home environment does not support school chores, they are 
usually less literate, have lesser math skills; they are not skilled in fine arts and so on. 
Identification of the gifted relies on those skills; therefore, they cannot express the 
giftedness and usually remain overseen.  
Here we present an idea to use novel research results adapted to the school level by using 
simple activities that are new for all students. Practical activities that do not include a lot of 
reading, calculation and abstract thinking, but allow for acquiring new knowledge through 
simple activities and to use the new information for new problems during the same short 
unit, may discover a “good untrained brain”. 
In addition, in this workshop, the participants will be able to test a unit on computer screen 
colours that could be included into the regular classroom, but the answers to some specific 
questions given by students may provide a hint that some students are not as weak as their 
regular results indicate. 
 

  

 

 

Mojca Čepič, PhD is a full professor for physics and physics 
education at the Faculty of Education, University of Ljubljana. Her 
research is focused to two rather different fields: the soft matter 
physics, especially theoretical physics of liquid crystals and physics 
education. The link between the two is the development of new 
teaching methods and tools for introduction of  liquid crystals to 
the  classroom as one of the topics related to technology and 
phenomena met in everyday life (like LCD screens on mobile 
phones, TVs etc. ). In last few years, she tries to use the experience 

from the transfer of new scientific findings to school for development of an instrument and 
the protocol for identification of the underprivileged gifted.   
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Workshop 4 

 

Scratch & Bebras Puzzles  

 

Dr Irena Nančovska Šerbec & Špela Cerar 

 

In recent years, computational thinking has become one of the big issues in education 
worldwide. Various learning activities and competitions were created for development of 
computational thinking skills. In this spirit, several summer schools were conducted for 
primary school pupils using ScratchJr and Scratch. We will present some of the ideas that can 
be used for developing games and stories with gifted kids. Bebras competition is run in 
Slovenia from 2011. Lots of different tasks and puzzles were created during this time. We will 
present some ideas how to use the puzzles for learning of fundamental concepts of computer 
science. 
 
Problem questions: 
1) What programming activities in Scratch are interesting for gifted students? 
2) Are tasks that teachers find difficult also challenging for gifted students? 
3) What makes a task interesting for gifted students? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irena Nančovska Šerbec, PhD, finished her graduate and postgraduate 
studies at the Faculty of Computer and Information Science, University of 
Ljubljana. She got her Ph.D. degree at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering. 
She is working at Faculty of Education. Her fields of research are modelling 
in the education, teaching programming and computer science (CS), and 
development of computational thinking. In the past years, she is supervising 
summer schools and workshops based on introductory programming in 
Scratch, CS unplugged and physical computing. 

 

Špela Cerar is Mathematics and Computer Science teacher, working as 
Teaching assistant of Computer Science in Education at the Faculty of 
Education of the University of Ljubljana. Since 2011 she has been a part of 
Slovenian Bebras team, responsible for selection and preparation of tasks. 
Špela has led a few Scratch workshops for pupils as well as for teachers.  
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Workshop 5 

 

Literature & Music 

 

Dr Igor Saksida 

 

The workshop will demonstrate some possibilities of linking literature (mother tongue classes) 
and music, especially rap. Primarily some principles of how a student could be identified as 
gifted for literature discussion will be explored, why is it reasonable to relate (classical) 
literature to hip-hop, what is the role of learning motivation (extrinsic, intrinsic and social) and 
what could be adapted in discussion about literary texts (command terms  when working with 
texts). The participants’ individual work will focus on the question how to compare and 
contrast the poem Life written by Niko Grafenauer and rap written by Brother Ali Dear black 
son. The task will be to find links between texts, the possibilities of linking them to a wider 
(literary and social) context and the ways students’ independent work could be promoted to 
increase their competence. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Igor Saksida, Ph.D., became a teaching assistant in 1991, in 
1996 Assistant Professor for Slovene literature. Until 1998 he 
gave lectures at the Faculty of Arts, since 1998 he has been 
Assistant Professor, since 2002 Associated Professor for 
Slovene Literature and Literary Didactic and since 2009 
Professor for Slovene Literature at the Faculty of Education, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia. From 1996 to 1998 he was a member of 
two expert groups working on curricular the reform in 
Slovenia (primary education, Slovene language and 

literature). From 2001 to 2006, he was president of the expert team preparing the concept of 
the external assessment of the Slovene language and literature for the primary education. He 
is a member of the International Baccalaureate (IB) examination Team (Examiner Responsible, 
Slovene). Current research field: children's literature, literary didactics.  
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Workshop 6 

 

Theatre in Education & Therapy 

 

Alenka Vidrih 

 

To support teachers and pupils equally in the learning/life challenges, the practitioners of 
performative drama method AV (lat.: Ars Vitae; the Art of Living)* we are using the three 
steps: One is tuning with self, which encompasses techniques of self-awareness and training 
of voice, speech and movement. The aim of learning these techniques is to be able to express 
oneself authentically on the stage. The second step is tuning with the others - the training of 
various roles one has in a family, society and professionally. Then the teacher/pupil is 
prepared for the third, creative process, which entails role-playing. From the classroom, it is 
extended beyond into everyday life. One can use the AV performative method to become 
more authentic, sensitive, and empathic towards oneself and others. As used in the 
therapeutic context the trainers of this method are using the empathy, attention, intention, 
attainment as »invisible skills« of communication. This method incorporates exercises and 
techniques where using imagination to recall the »safe space« and the »inner support«. 
Especially when we detect the potential of the gifted pupil, which usually is accompanied by 
the extreme vulnerability. As teachers, we are the row models and it depends on us and our 
attitude if we're capable to create the atmosphere where sensible pupils will feel welcome.   
 
/During the workshop the »rules and tools« of AV method will be applied practically to the 
group/. 
 
 

Alenka Vidrih, an Assistant Professor on the Faculty of Education, 
docent for the creative expression through theatre, puppets and 
film; my researching preferences are on the field of Creative 
Pedagogy and Applied Theatre in Education and Therapy. 
Besides combining the academic with artistic career, I am working 
with people with special needs. 
As the holder of the study subjects in the field of Applied Theatre 
in the Study Programs of Preschool Education, Primary Education, 
and Special Education, as the Head of the Master Program of Arts 
Therapy I'm the member of Slovenian Theatre Artists, the 
establishing member of the Association of the Slovenian Arts 
Therapists and the representer of Slovenia in the European 

Consortium of the Arts Therapy Education; I have been involved in EU projects from 2003 to 
2015. 
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